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Web Accessibility Guidelines 2.0 Release Welcomed











The Consumers’ Telecommunications Network (CTN) and Media Access Australia (MAA) welcome the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) release of the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 as a standard.





Described by the W3C as a ‘new era for web accessibility’, the updated guidelines aim to be broader and more technology independent, providing additional flexibility in their implementation over the original 1.0 standard.





Dr Scott Hollier from Media Access Australia has said:





“"The new guidelines have great potential for people with disabilities, as developers can now make new and emerging web technologies more accessible" 


							


Although the seven year WCAG 2.0 development process was often viewed by commentators as lengthy and controversial, their formal release is widely expected to be adopted by both policy makers and web developers.





CTN and MAA have written a consumer information sheet to assist consumers in understanding and applying the new guidelines to ensure web accessibility for all.


The information sheet can be found online under Resources / CTN Tip Sheets at CTN’s website � HYPERLINK "http://www.ctn.org.au" �www.ctn.org.au� or at � HYPERLINK "http://www.mediaaccess.org.au" �www.mediaaccess.org.au� 





Further information on the W3C WCAG 2.0 standard can be found at the W3C Web Accessibility Initiative website � HYPERLINK "http://www.w3.org/WAI/" \o "title" \t "_blank" �http://www.w3.org/WAI/� or in the � HYPERLINK "http://www.mediaaccess.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=221&Itemid=85" \o "title" �New Media – Developers Toolkit� section of the MAA website.





About CTN: The Consumers' Telecommunications Network is a national coalition of consumer and community organisations as well as individuals that represent community interests in the national policy arena on telecommunications issues. CTN is an important voice promoting better access, quality of service and affordability of telecommunications services for residential consumers.


About MAA: Media Access Australia is a not-for-profit, public benevolent institution and Australia’s primary media access organisation. Our role is to provide information about media access and to develop and apply technological solutions to media access issues.





Media enquiries can be made to Media Access Australia’s Scott Hollier


Tel:  02 9212 6242 or Mobile: 0430 351 909

















