[image: image1.png]Consumers' Telecommunications Network



For Immediate Release




7 April 2009





CTN Welcomes NBN Announcement








The Consumers’ Telecommunications Network (CTN) has welcomed the Rudd Government’s announcement today of a public/private company to build a national broadband network. 





“We welcome this announcement as it provides a clear path forward for a national approach to a high speed broadband network. For some time now, even under the previous government, consumers have been in a state of limbo about future access to sustainable infrastructure”, said Ms. Teresa Corbin, Chief Executive Officer. 





CTN stands by its call for a strong consumer protection regime as this will be a fundamental part of the network proposals.





 “We look forward to further clarification about the consumer protections and affordability measures built into this new plan” Ms Corbin said. “It is critical that sound policy decisions are made at this stage to encourage and facilitate access to high speed broadband for all Australians”





CTN is focused on ensuring that regional, rural and remote consumers are not forgotten in the national broadband network. CTN supports the comments made from the Chair of the Regional Telecommunications Review (RTR), Dr Bill Glasson, highlighting the difficulty of such an extensive infrastructure project and asking for a commitment to extend the network as afar as possible. 








END








About CTN: The Consumers' Telecommunications Network is a national coalition of consumer and community organisations as well as individuals that represent community interests in the national policy arena on telecommunications issues. CTN is an important voice promoting better access, quality of service and affordability of telecommunications services for residential consumers.


�Media enquiries can be made to Teresa Corbin


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:tcorbin@ctn.org.au" �tcorbin@ctn.org.au� 


Tel: 02 9572 6007 or Mobile: 0414 748 906
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